
A New Beginning 
 

CHAPTER 9 — GRANDPA’S HERE 

 
PRE-READING 

A. What do you think? 

1. Do you think traveling is fun Difficult? Are you afraid to travel? 

2. How do people feel when they come to the United States for the first time? 

3. What are some problems you can have when you travel by plane? By car? 

 

B. What does it mean? Find the sentence on the right that means the same as the 
sentence on the left. 

1. They met grandpa at the 
airport. 

a.  He does not live in the United States 

2. He lives outside the United 
States 

b. They didn’t know where they were 

3. The airport is huge c. They went to the airport to pick up 
Grandpa 

4. They got lost d. A city is full of noise – cars, people, 
horns, etc. 

5. There are many different 
sounds in a city 

e. The airport is very large. 
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READING 
GRANDPA’S HERE! 

November 1 was a big day. Ana, Carlos, and Rosa drove to the airport 
in Chicago to meet Grandpa. Carlos borrowed his friend Dan’s car for the 
trip. It was the first time Carlos drove outside of Madison and the family’s 
first visit to Chicago. Carlos didn’t know the way, but he took a map. Near 
the airport, Carlos, Rosa, and Ana got lost. They took the wrong road and 
started to drive back to Madison. Rosa was reading the road signs. Suddenly 
she said, “Carlos! Did you see that sign? It said, ‘Madison, 85 miles,’ We’re 
going in the wrong direction!” 

Carlos stopped at a gas station and asked for directions. He had to stop 
and ask for help two more times, but they finally arrived at the airport. Now 
they had to find Grandpa’s plane. 

The Chicago airport is huge. They had to follow the signs carefully to 
find the right gate. When they got there, the passengers were coming out of 
the plane. Finally a small man with a bag full of present walked through the 
door. It was Grandpa! Carlos, Rosa, and Ana ran to him with tears and 
smiles. 

It as an easy drive back to Madison – no problems this time. Everyone 
went to bed early, but poor Grandpa didn’t sleep well. He was listening to all 
the new sounds and thinking about all the strange things he saw that day. It 
was so different from Central America! 

 

COMPREHENSION 
 

C. Answer these questions about “grandpa’s Here!” 

1. How did Grandpa get to Chicago? 

2. Who went to meet him in Chicago? What happened on the way to the airport? 

3. How did Carlos and his family get help? 

4. How do you know everyone was happy to see Grandpa? 

5. Grandpa didn’t sleep well. Why not? 

 

VOCABULARY 

D. Put each of these words in one of the blank spaces. 

Directions  get lost  outside  meet 
 

Grandpa is happy that he came to Madison. He has never been (1) 
___________ his country before. Grandpa likes to (2) __________ new 
people and visit new places. He is not afraid to ask for (3) _____________ so 
he doesn’t (4) ___________ very often.  
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E. Discuss these words and expressions. Practice using them in sentences. Write your 
sentences on the board.  

WORDS   EXPRESSIONS 

1. Suddenly   a. to get lost 

2. Presents   b. to ask for directions 

3. (airport) gate   c. to worry about 

4. Tears    d. to go the wrong way 

5. Huge    e. to be a big day 

6. Borrow   f. a long distance 

 

LISTENING 
 

F. Books closed. Listen to these directions to the airport. You will hear them two times. 
Then answer the questions about them on a piece of paper. 

1. Go straight for three miles. 

2. When you get to First Street, turn right. 

3. The airport is on First Street. You’ll see iton your left. 

Questions: 

1. What street do you turn on? Which way? 

2. What street is the airport on? 

 

Now you want to go to the bus station. You stop and ask for directions again. Listen 
and then answer the questions on a piece of paper 

1. You are now on Lake Street. 

2. Go to the next corner and turn left. Then you will be on Third Street.  

3. You’ll see the bus station after three blocks.  

Questions:  

1. Is the bus station on Lake Street? 

2. Do you turn right or left on Third Street? 

3. How far do you go on Third Street? 

 

WRITING 
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G. Read the first paragraph of the story again. Then write the first paragraph as the 
teacher reads it to you. ______________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

Now look in your book and correct your paragraph. 

 

H. Write about your first car trip in the United States 

Our first trip to _________________ was fun but tiring. We had some 
problems. First ________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________. 
Then, _______________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________. 
But we really enjoyed the trip because ____________________________ 

____________________________________________________________. 
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CONVERSATION 
 

I. Working with a partner, practice giving directions to places in your school or in your 
community. 

   DIRECTIONS  HELPFUL EXPRESSIONS 
1. From the office to the 

classroom 
a. Turn right (left) 

2. From the front door to the 
library 

b. At the corner 

3. From the library to your 
classroom 

c. Go straight until… 

4. From your classroom to the 
bus stop 

d. It’s near the … 

5. From your school to the 
post office 

   e. It’s across from … 
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J. These are problems people have when they travel. What can you do about the 
problems? Talk about them and write your ideas on the board. 

PROBLEM   WHAT TO DO 
 

Example: a lost suitcase Go to the lost and found. Go to the 
ticket counter. 

1. Your plane will be late to 
arrive. You worry because 
people are waiting for you 
or you need to change 
planes. 

 

2. You arrive in a strange city 
and no one meets you. 

 

3. You are in a strange city and 
you get lost. 

 

4. You need help at the 
airport, but people can’t 
understand you. 

 

5. You are traveling by bus. 
You need help because you 
are not sure when to get off 
the bus. 
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 READING PRACTICE 

K. This is a road map. It shows the roads between Madison and Chicago. Look at the 
map with your classmates and answer the questions below. 

 
 

1. Find north, south, east, and west on the map. If you are in Madison, where is 
Chicago (to the north or to the south)? If you are in Chicago, where is Madison 
(north or south)? 

2. What is the number of the highway from Madison to Chicago? 

3. How does the map tell you this is an important road? 

4. Name some large towns near this highway. 

5. How far is it from Madison to Chicago? 

6. How long do you think it takes to drive from Madison to Chicago? 


