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CHAPTER 6 — BRRRRR! 

 
PRE-READING 

A. What do you think?  

1. What is the weather like in your country? Do you have seasons? 

2. Have you seen snow or felt very cold weather? 

3. Is anyone in the picture warmly dressed? 

4. What happens to people in eh winter if they are not warmly dressed? 

B. What does it mean? 

1. In the picture 

2. Who is wearing a jacket? 

3. Is the wind blowing? How do you know? 

4. Who is wearing high heels? 

5. Discuss what these words mean. Then put the correct word in each of the blank 
spaces. 

Hurt  kindness tears  slippery  late 
Kim was (a) _____________, so he ran to the bus stop.  

He fell down because it was raining and the streets were (b) _________. He 
fell on his arm. It (c) __________ a lot. Kim didn’t want to cry, so he held 
back his (d) __________. A friend helped him get up. Kim thanked him for his 
(e)______________. 
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READING 
 

BRRRR! 
   It was no fun at the bus stop that cold, gray morning. Everyone was 

too cold to talk. The bus was late because the streets were filled with snow 
and ice, and it was very slippery. 

Rosa’s friend Martha was the coldest. She was wearing a short jacket, a 
dress, and high heels. She couldn’t get warm because of the wind. The 
blowing snow hurt her face and legs. Her hands were very red, and they 
hurt. She began to cry a little.  

Finally the bus came. Martha walked slowly up the steps. Now her feet 
hurt, too. An old man saw her tears and cold, red hands. He gave her his big 
warm mittens to wear until she got off the bus. Martha put them on and 
then cried a lot! But she was crying because of the old man’s kindness. 

Martha learned a lot about cold weather that day. After that, she 
always dressed warmly.  

 

COMPREHENSION 

C. Answer the questions about “Brrrrrr!” 

1. The people at the bus stop didn’t talk to each other that morning. Why not? 

2. Who was the coldest person waiting for the bus? Why? 

3. Who helped Martha get warm? 

4. Why did Martha cry?  

5. What did Martha learn that morning? 

 

D. Discuss these questions about Brrrr! Some questions have more than one answer. 

1. Did you ever meet a kind person like the old man? Did that person help you? 
How? 

2. Why do you think Martha did not dress warmly? 

VOCABULARY  

E. As a group, make a list of weather words. Use these words in sentences. Then put 
your sentences on the board. 

LISTENING 

F. Play A GAME CALLED “Getting it straight.” Everyone has trouble remembering 
exactly what someone said. Your teacher will tell one person something about the 
weather. He or she will tell the person next to him. That person will tell the next 
person and so on around the classroom. The last person will tell the class. See how it 
changes!  
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G. Your teacher will read the following letter to you and will put words in the blank 
spaces to make the letter complete. First listen to the whole letter. Then write the 
missing words as you hear them. 
Dear Mary,  

Thanks for your letter. I’m glad everyone in your (1) _______ is well. 
We were so (2) _____________ to hear from you. We like the springtime in 
Madison. It is not as (3) _____ as winter. The flowers are starting to (4) 
_______ and the (5) _______ are singing. Soon we will (6) _______ our 
vegetable garden.  I hope you can come and (7) ____________ is soon. We 
miss (8) _______________!   

Your friend,  
Tina 

  

WRITING 

H. Now write a letter in English to a friend of yours. Tell your friend about winter or 
rainy weather where you live. You can copy parts of the letter above. 

I. Put these sentences in order. Write them in paragraph form. Start your paragraph 
with the sentence that has the star. 

Martha cried because the old man was so kind. 

An old man gave Martha his warm mittens to wear. 

*Martha got very cold because she did not wear warm clothes. 

After that, Martha always dressed warmly.  

CONVERSATION 

J. Problem solving. These are problems people have because of the temperature or 
the weather. What can you do about these problems? Talk about them and write 
your ideas on the blackboard. 
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Problem       What to Do 
Example: Your apartment is cool. You 
want to turn up the heat, but it is too 
expensive.  

Dress for the weather. Wear an undershirt, 
a shirt, and a sweater (In winter, you will 
need socks and long underwear.) 

1. It’s very, very hot outside and you want 
to play soccer. How can you stay 
comfortable? 

 

2. It’s wet or cold outside and your car 
won’t start, so you are late for work 
sometimes. 

 

3. It’s very cold and some people in your 
family don’t go outside at all. They start to 
feel sad. 

 

4. Someone in your class doesn’t bathe or 
wash clothes very often. When it’s cool, 
the windows are closed and the room 
smells bad. 

 

 

READING PRACTICE 
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K. Learn about driving in the rain. First, talk about these words with your classmates.  

A safe distance  wheel 
Windshield wipers  to skid 

 
Now read and talk about the list below. Discuss why each idea is important. 
 

DRIVING IN THE RAIN 
1. Test your windshield wipers. Be sure you can see well.  

2. Slow down on slippery roads. 

3. Stay a safe distance behind the car in front of you. 

4. Don’t stop quickly. 

5. If your car skids, turn the wheel in the same direction that you are skidding. 

6. In a very heavy rain, get off the road and wait until it is safe to drive.   

  
 


