
A New Beginning 
 

CHAPTER 4 — KEEP YOUR EYES ON THE ROAD 

 
PRE-READING  

A. What does it mean? Find a word below that matches something in the picture 
above. 

Traffic light  corner  
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B. What do you think? Answer these questions about the picture. 

1. Why does the car have a sign on it? 

2. Who has the driver’s license? Did she have to take driving lessons? 

READING 
KEEP YOUR EYES ON THE ROAD 

Mr. Martin: Hi Carlos! Are you ready for your driving lesson 

Carlos: I sure am! Where will we go today? 

Mr. Martin: First, let’s drive up to the corner and turn right.  

Carlos: How am I doing? 

Mr. Martin: Good, but slow down a little. 

Carlos: Look! There’s my sister, Rosa, at the bus stop! 

Mr. Martin: Carlos! Don’t look at your sister! Watch the road! 

Carlos: Sorry, Mr. Martin. 

Mr. Martin: That’s better. Remember, always keep your eyes on the road. 
Look! The traffic light is yellow. 

Carlos: OK. I’ll go faster. 

Mr. Martin: No! Slow down, Carlos! The light will turn red in a second. 

Carlos: Whoops! Too late! I’m not doing very well today, am I? Are you 
all right, Mr. Martin? 

Mr. Martin: Yes, I’m fine. I’m just glad to be alive! 
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COMPREHENSION 

C. Write T before the true sentences and F before the false sentences. 

1. ____ Carlos is a very good driver. 

2. ____ Carlos always watches the road. 

3. ____ A yellow light means that the light will turn red soon. 

4. ____ Carlos drives too slowly. 

5. ____ Carlos doesn’t stop at the red traffic light.  

 

D. Books Closed. Take out a piece of paper. Your teacher will read the lines below, 
which are from the dialogue. If Carlos said the line, write Carlos. If Mr. Martin said 
the line, write Mr. Martin. Then open your book and check your answers by looking 
at the dialogue. 

1. “Yes, I’m fine. I’m just be glad to be alive!” 

2. “How am I doing?” 

3. “OK, I’ll go faster.” 

4. “That’s better. Remember, always keep your eyes on the road.” 

5. “Good, but slow down a little.” 

 

VOCABULARY 

E. Find a word or phrase on the right that means the same as the word or phrase on 
the left. Write the correct letter in the blank.  

1. ___traffic light   a) watch the road 

2. ___slow down   b) teacher 

3. ___instructor   c) don’t go so fast 

4. ___road    d) stoplight 

5. ___Keep your eyes on the road e) street 

6. ___alive    f) not dead, living 
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F. Write a dialogue using the words and phrases below. Your teacher will write your 
sentences on the blackboard. Then practice reading them.  

1. All right 

2. Sorry 

3. Ina a second 

4. Remember 

5. Close to 

 

LISTENING 
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G. Find a car on Lake Avenue. You are the driver of the car and your teacher will tell 
you where to go. Don’t look at the directions; just listen carefully! 

1. Go straight on Lake Avenue. 

2. Go left on Second Street 

3. Turn right on Tree Avenue 

4. Turn right again on Third Avenue 

5. Turn left on Rose Avenue and stop. Where are you? 

Now, practice giving each other directions to some of the places on the map.  

H. Your teacher will read the first five lines of “keep Your Eyes on the Road.” Listen 
carefully and write on the lines below. 

Mr. Martin:  

Carlos:  

Mr. Martin:  

  

Carlos:  

Mr. Martin:  

 

Now read the sentences back to your teacher, who will write them on the 
blackboard. Then practice reading the lines. 
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CONVERSATION 
 

I. Work in pairs or small groups and answer the following questions about the signs 
below.  

1. What does each sign mean?  

2.  Where do you usually see this sign? 
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J. Find someone in your class who has a driver’s license (maybe your teacher). Take 
turns asking the following questions. 

1. How long have you been driving? 

2. How did you learn to drive? 

3. When you got your driver’s license, which test was more difficult—the driving 
test or the written test? 

4. Did you pass your test the first time? 

5. Do you have car insurance? Why or why not? 

K. This is Mr. Martin’s driver’s license. Discuss the information on his license.  

 
Now, answer these questions about Mr. Martin’s license. One person can ask the 
questions and the other person can answer. For homework, write the answers. 

1. How old is Mr. Martin? 

2. What is his address? 

3. What color are Mr. Martin’s eyes and hair? 

4. When does Mr. Martin need to get a new license? 

5. How much does Mr. Martin weigh? 
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WRITING 

L. This is your license. Fill in the information about yourself. 

 
READING PRACTICE 

M. This is a poem about traffic lights. Read it with your classmates. Practice it at home 
and then teach it to a child you know.  

 Red on top and green below. 
 Red says “stop” and green says “go”. 
 Yellow says “wait” even if you’re late! 

N. Carlos is writing a letter for homework for his English class. The letter is to his cousin 
Pedro, who lives in Chicago.  
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Dear Pedro 
Guess what! I got my driver’s license! I passed my test yesterday. First I 

had to take the written test. I didn’t pass it the first time. I studied a lot, but 
the test was difficult. Then I took the test again, and the second time I 
passed! The driving test was easy. My driving lessons with Mr. Martin really 
helped. 

Now all we need is a car! Mom has a new job now, so maybe we can 
save money for a used car. 

How is your family? Write soon! When we get the car, I’ll drive to 
Chicago to see you!  

Your friend, Carlos 
 

Find these phrases in the letter, and with your classmates try to guess what they 
mean. 

 To pass a test  used car  a written test 
 To save money Guess what! 

Answer these questions about the letter 

1. What tests did Carlos have to take? 

2. Which test was easy? Which was difficult? 

3. What does Carlos need now? 

4. Will Carlos buy a new car? Why? 

5. How do you think Carlos feels? 

 
 


