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CHAPTER 3 — READY TO WORK 

 
PRE-READING 

A. What do you think? 

1. How can you find a job? Make a list of the way to find a job. 

2. Who has a job in your class? Ask those people these questions: 

a. Did you need work experience (practice at a job)? 

b. How many years of school did you need? 

c. How did you find your job? 

d. Did you have a job interview? 

3. What kind of job do you want? How can you get ready for that job?  
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B. What does it mean? Find a sentence on the right that has the same meaning as a 
sentence on the left. Write the correct letter in the blank. 

____1. Carlos would rather have a job 
             than go to school 

a. You need to go now. 

____2. You have to go now. b. I want to stop smoking. 

____3. Are you sure? c. Are you certain? 

____4. Are we ready to go? d. Carlos wants to get a job, instead of 
     going to school. 

____5. Ana needs to earn some money. e. Ana needs to work to get money. 
____6. I want to quit smoking. f. Can we go now? 
____7. You forgot my name.  g. You didn’t remember my name.  

 

READING 
READY TO WORK 

Mom: Oh no! I can’t find my green dress! Rosa, do you know where it is? 

Rosa: It’s in my closet, Mom. Why are you so nervous? 

Mom: Don’t you remember? Today is my job interview at the Hotel Madison! 

Rosa: Oh, that’s right. 

Mom: I really want a job. I want to take care of the family by myself. 

Carlos: Are you sure? Maybe I should quit school and get a job. 

Mom: No, Carlos. I want you to stay in school. For now, I’ll work and earn 
money for the family. But you and Rosa have to help more with the 
housework. 

Carlos: I would rather get a job! 

Mom: Well, I’m ready. How do I look? 

Rosa: You look just great, Mom. But you forgot one thing.  

Mom: What? 

Rosa: Your shoes! 
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COMPREHENSION 
 

C. Answer these questions about “Ready to Work.” 

1. How does mom feel? Why? 

2. Why does mom want to get a job? 

3. For now, Carlos will not get a job. Why not? 

4. Does Carlos like housework? How do you know? 

5. What did mom forget? Why? 

 

D. Can you answer these questions? Some questions will have more than one answer.  

1. Why is Mom’s dress in Rosa’s closet? 

2. Are there other ways for Mom to take care of the family? 

3. Why do Carlos and Rosa have to help more with the housework? 

VOCABULARY 
 

E. Find these expressions in the dialogue. Then write sentences of your own using the 
expressions. Write your sentences on the black-board, and then practice reading 
them.  

1. take care of 

2. stay at school 

3. by myself 

4. would rather 

5. get a job 
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F. Who am I? Find a job on the right that means the same as the definition on the left. 
Write the correct letter in the blank. 

1. ____ I work in a garage. I fix cars a) teacher 

2. ____ I work in a hospital or clinic. I 
              help patients and doctors.  

b) nurse 

3. ____ I take letters and magazines to 
              houses, apaprtment, and 
              businesses. 

c) auto mechanic 

4. ____ I clean the offices in a large 
              building. 

d) bus driver 

5. ____ I work in a school. I help people 
              learn.  

e) janitor 

6. ____ I take children to school every 
              day in a school bus.  

f) mail carrier 

7. ____ I take food to people in a 
              restaurant 

g) waiter 

 

CONVERSATION 

G. Make a list of jobs. List all kinds of jobs. Then talk about the experience and 
education you need for each one. On the board, make a chart like this: 

Job  Experience you need  Education you need 
Auto mechanic       Some experience  high school education 
  Working on cars  mechanic classes 
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LISTENING 

H. Books closed: Listen to the conversation. Then you will hear three questions about 
the conversation. Write your answers. Open your book to check them. 

Dan: Hi Carlos. Did your mom get the job? 

Carlos: Yes, she did. She’s really happy about it. Now she can earn money for 
the family.  

Dan: And you can stay in school. 

Carlos: Yes, Mom is working because she wants me to go to school. Now I 
don’t have to quit, but I do have to study hard.  
 

1. Who got the job? 

2. How does she feel? 

3. Who will quit school? 

 

WRITING 

I. This is some information about Mom. Discuss this information with your class. Then 
help Mom fill out the job application below. (The application is general- name etc, 
Education, work experience and references. 

 Ana Gonzalez    Telephone: 608-231-0492 
 612 Lakeside Apts.    Height:  5’ 3” 
 Madison, WI 63705   Weight:  140 
 Date of Birth:     September 12, 1940 
 Schooling:      Through grade 5 
 Work experience:     Mother and housewife 

Reference:  Kathy Dunn, 406 Kendall Ave.,  
 Madison, WI 53705, 238-7741 (ESL Teacher) 



A New Beginning 
 

 
  



A New Beginning 
 

J. Read this dialogue. This is part of Ana’s job interview at the Hotel Madison. First 
discuss these words.  

 
Application (to apply)  interviewer  maid 
 

Interviewer: Good morning, Mrs. Gonzalez. I’m Lidia Lopez. Please sit down. 
What can I do for you? 

Ana: I want to apply for a job.  

Interviewer: Which one? 

Ana: Maid. 

Interviewer: OK. Let me ask you a few questions. Have you had a job 
before? 

Ana: No, I haven’t. Is that necessary? 

Interviewer: No, not at all. Now, tell me, what hours can you work 

Ana: I can work any time. I need to have a job.  

As a class, think of one more question for the interviewer to ask Ana. Write the 
question and Ana’s answer below.   

Interviewer:  

Ana:  

Now practice reading the dialogue with a classmate. 
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READING PRACTICE 

K. Below are some job advertisements from a newspaper. Read each advertisement 
with your classmates and then answer these questions about each one: 

1. Do you need experience for this job? 

2. Is the job full time or part time? 

3. Can you do this job? Why or why not? 

 
 

Bike mechanic 
Full- or part-time 

Experience necessary 
Apply to: 

Madison Cycle 
508 Tenth St. 53711 

 

 
Nurses’ Aides 

Part-time, will train 
$4.30/ hour starting. 

Apply to: 
Lakewood Nursing Home 

3801 Lake Ave., 53705 
 

 
Office cleaning 
Full-time days. 

Call Rita, 233-5346 
 

 
Bank Teller 
Full-time, 

Experience necessary. 
Apply to:  

Hilldale Bank 
Box 412, 53711 

 
 

Restaurant Help 
Openings for early mornings 

The Sandwich Shop,  
3342 W. School Avenue. 

 

 
Cooks and Dishwashers 

Full and Part-time 
836-3086. 

 
 


