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CHAPTER 2 — A NEW BEGINNING 

 
PRE-READING: LOOK AT PICTURE 

A. What do you think? 

1. Where are these people? 

2. How old are they? Are they adults? 

3. How do they feel? How do you know? 

4. Who is coming into the room? 

5. What does the title “A New Beginning” mean? 

6. Think about your first day in a new school. How did you feel? 
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B. What does it mean? Can you guess what the italicized words mean? 

I went to a party at a new friend’s apartment. The apartment was in a big old (1) building, 
and it was hard to find. I walked into the party and saw only (2) strangers. I didn’t know anyone, 
and I felt nervous and (3) alone. Then I (4) introduced myself to some people, and then to some 
more people. There were people from (5) all over the world, and soon we felt (6) comfortable. 
What a surprise—I had a lot of fun 

 

READING 
Ana is taking ESL night classes for adults at a technical college. Her homework is to write 

about her first ESL class. Read her story and think about your first ESL class. 

A NEW BEGINNING 
ANA GONZALEZ 

In September I started school again, but this time in the United 
States. The school building, classrooms, students–everything–was new 
and different. In the halls, I saw all kinds of strangers. I didn’t know 
anyone. I felt very alone.  

That first night, I looked for the ESL classroom. I walked into the 
room and saw students from all over the world. What a surprise! I 
wanted to know where they all came from.  

I sat down and waited for the teacher. Everyone was quiet. We all 
felt nervous. After a while, the teacher came, and we all introduced 
ourselves. Soon, everyone smiled and looked comfortable. The teacher 
gave us some books, and we studied the first three pages.  

At the end of class, people talked to each other. We all had some 
new books and some new friends. It was a new beginning for all of us.  
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COMPREHENSION 

C. Write T before the true sentences and F before the false sentences. 

1. ____Ana went to day classes 

2. ____School in Ana’s country is the same as school in the United States 

3. ____The students were from all over the world 

4. ____At first, the students all felt comfortable 

5. ____At the end of the class, they all had some new friends. 

D. Answer the questions about the story 

1. What kind of school is Ana going to? 

2. What kind of classes is she taking? Can she take other classes at that school? 

3. Tell three feelings she had the first night of classes. Example: Ana felt surprised. 

4. Tell two things the students did in class. When did the students begin to feel 
comfortable? Why? 

VOCABULARY 

E. Find a sentence on the right that means the same as the sentence on the left. Write 
the correct letter in the blank. 

1. _____ He is a stranger a. He told me his name, and I told him 
my name 

2. _____ I feel comfortable b.  I don’t know him 
3. _____ We introduced ourselves c. I have no friends 
4. _____ I am alone d. I feel OK. I don’t feel nervous or 

afraid. 
5. _____ Ana is an adult e. Ana is over 18 
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F. Read the vocabulary words again and make a sentence with each one. Your teacher 
will write your sentence on the board. Practice reading them.  

 Adults comfortable building all over the world 
 Strangers to introduce surprise alone 
 

CONVERSATION 

G. Talk about your first day of school in this country. With a partner, practice asking 
and answering questions below. Then tell the class about your partner. 

1. When did you come to the United States? 

_______________________________________________________________ 

2. When was your first day of school in this country? 

_______________________________________________________________ 

3. How is this school different from school in your country? 

_______________________________________________________________ 

4. Did you like your new school at first? Why or why not? 

_______________________________________________________________ 

  

H. Problem Solving. These are some problems new students sometimes have. What 
can you do about the problems? Talk about them and write your ideas on the board.  

PROBLEM    WHAT TO DO. 
Example: 
Can’t understand one  Go talk to your teacher. 
Of the teachers 

 
1. Chen can’t find the   1. ____________________________ 

 classroom. 

2. Anita never practices    2. ____________________________ 
English outside of class 

3. Huan is so homesick, he   3. ____________________________ 
can’t think about English. 

4. Daniela comes to only half   4. ____________________________ 
the classes. 

5. Mai is very shy. She’s afraid  5. ____________________________ 
to speak English to anyone 
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WRITING  

I. In groups of two, write a dialogue about one of the problems in (H) above. Your 
dialogue should have about six lines. Later, you can act out the dialogue for your 
class.  

Example: Problem: Mai is very shy. She’s afraid to speak English to anyone. 

Dialog:  

Teacher: Mai, please speak more in class. You can feel comfortable here. 

Mai: But I always make mistakes. 

Teacher: That’s OK. Everyone makes mistakes. I make mistakes every day, 
and English is my first language.  

Mai: But I don’t know what to say. 

Teacher: Just try! Everyone feels nervous and shy at first, but practice helps 
those feelings go away. 

Mai: OK, I’ll try. 
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J. Read “A New Beginning” Again. Then fill in the blanks below with words that make 
the story true for you. 

A NEW BEGINNING 
_________________  
       (Your name) 
 

Yesterday was my first day of classes. The school building is very ____________. I  
 
didn’t know anyone, and I got lost. I felt very __________. Then I found the ESL  
 
class. The other students were ____________. The teacher was very  
 
_______________ . The teacher was very ____________and I liked him very much.  

Now when I go to class I feel _____________. I want to study hard and learn  
 
________________.  
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LISTENING 

K. Practice reading yours tory (from J) aloud. Then read your story to the class. Your 
teacher will ask the class questions about the story you read.  

 

L. Write four sentences about yourself. The teacher will read them to the class/ Then 
the class will guess who you are. 

 

For example: I am fifty-four years old. I am a man. I have short black hair. I am 
wearing black shoes.  

1. __________________________________________________  

2. __________________________________________________  

3. __________________________________________________  

4. __________________________________________________  

 
 

READING PRACTICE 

M. Find the answer on the right that matches the question on the left. Write the correct 
letter in the blank. 

_____1. What’s your name? a. It’s 12 o’clock noon. 

_____2. What is your birthdate? b. It’s down the hall, on the left. 

_____3. Where’s the ESL classroom? c. I’m from Mexico 

_____4. Where are you from? d. I live at 1312 Main Street. 

_____5. How long have you been here? e. My name’s Bertha 

_____6. Are you married? f. It’s area code 602-222-1234 

_____7. What is your first language? g. I’ve been here five months. 

_____8. What’s your address? h. I was born March 10, 1940 

_____9. What’s your phone number? i.  I speak Spanish 

_____10. What time is it, please? j. No, I’m single 

 
 
 


