
A New Beginning 
 

CHAPTER 14 — IS IT BROKEN? 

 
 

PRE-READING 

A. What do you think? 

1. Why is Rosa in the wheelchair? Where is she? Why do you think she is there? 

2. Who is your family doctor? Which hospital will you go to if you have an accident? 
(If you don’t know, ask someone at home.) 

3. What is health insurance? Why do you need it? How do you get it? 

4. Have you been to a hospital in this country? What was it like? 
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B. What does it mean? 

1. Say these words after your tacher. Then talk about what they mean. The picture 
will help you understand them.  

Emergency room  X ray 

Wheelchair   ankle 

2. Can you guess the meaning of the italicized words? 
I fell down this morning and sprained my ankle. Now I can’t walk. I 

went to the emergency room, and the doctor took an X ray of my ankle. 
Then she looked at the picture and said, “It’s not broken.” 

My ankle hurts! I’m in a lot of pain. The doctor gave me a prescription 
for some pain medicine.  

I have to go to the drugstore and get it.  

READING 
IS IT BROKEN? 

After school one day, Rosa hurt her ankle during a volleyball game. She 
was in a lot of pain and didn’t know what to do. Her friends decided to call 
her doctor. Luckily, Rosa knew his name. The doctor told them to go to the 
emergency room at Madison Hospital. Before they left for the hospital, 
Rosa’s friends called her mom. Ana said, “Grandpa and I will meet you at the 
emergency room right away.” 

At the hospital emergency room, a nurse brought a wheelchair for 
Rosa. Then the nurse asked Rosa to fill out insurance papers. Rosa didn’t 
know anything about insurance, and she didn’t want to think about it. She 
was still in a lot of pain! Just then, Ana and Grandpa came, so Ana began to 
fill out the papers.  

Grandpa went with Rosa to a small room to wait for a doctor. The 
doctor came, took an X ray, and then showed Rosa the picture of her ankle. 
She had a sprained ankle, not a broken one. The doctor told Rosa to rest and 
put ice on her ankle, and gave her a prescription for some pain medicine.  

When they left, Ana said, “We’re lucky for two reasons. Your ankle isn’t 
broken and the insurance will pay for everything.” Rosa didn’t feel so lucky; 
she just felt pain! 

COMPREHENSION 

C. Write T before the true sentences and F before the false sentences. 

1. ____Rosa’s ankle hurt a little. 

2. ____Rosa knew her family doctor’s name. 

3. ____Rosa knew the insurance information. 

4. ____Rosa’s friends took her to the doctor’s office. 

5. ____Rosa’s ankle was broken 

6. Rosa and her family have to pay for everything. 
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D. Read the sentences below. Put them in order by writing a 1 before the event that 
happened first, a 2 before the event that happened second, and so on. The first one 
is done for you. 

____Ana filled out the insurance papers. 

__1_Rosa hurt her ankle playing volleyball. 

____Rosa and Grandpa waited for the doctor. 

____The X ray showed that Rosa had a sprained ankle. 

____Rosa’s doctor said, “Go to the emergency room.” 

____Rosa went home to rest. 

E. Answer the following questions. The answers may not be in “Is It Broken?” 

1. The hospital wanted Rosa’s insurance information. Why? 

2. How did the doctor know Rosa’s ankle wasn’t broken? 

3. What should you do for a sprained ankle? 

4. When should you go to the emergency room? When should you go to the 
doctor’s office? 

VOCABULARY 

F. Read and discuss these words. Then write in each blank the word that best 
completes the sentence. 

X ray    wheelchair 
prescription   sprained 
emergency room  broken 
ankle 

Carlos was playing soccer and hurt his (1) ___________________. He 
went to the (2) ______________________ at the hospital. He sat in a 
(3)___________________ because he couldn’t walk. They took an 
(4)___________________ of his ankle. He was lucky! It wasn’t 
(5)___________________. But his ankle was (6)_________________ and he 
was in a lot of pain. So the doctor gave him a (7)_________________ for 
some pain medicine.  
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LISTENING 

G. Your teacher will read the following paragraph from “Is It Broken?” two times. The 
first time just listen. The second time fill in the missing words in the blanks below. 
Look at the story to correct your work. 

At the hospital emergency (1) ___________________, a nurse brought 
a wheelchair (2) ___________________ Rosa. Then the nurse asked Rosa to 
fill (3) ______________________ insurance papers. Rosa didn’t (4) 
___________________ anything about insurance, and she didn’t (5) 
________________________ to think about it. She was (6) 
____________________ a lot of pain! Just then, Ana and Grandpa (7) 
___________________, so Ana (8) ___________________ to fill out the 
papers.  

CONVERSATION 

H. Look at each problem below. With your classmates, decide if you should or should 
not go to the emergency room for each problem. Write yes if you think you should 
go and no if you shouldn’t  

1. ____You are coughing and sneezing.  

2. ____You fall down and can’t walk. 

3. ____It is late at night. A small child in your family has a high fever and screams 
for four hours.  

4. ____You have a headache.  

5. ____Your brother burns his leg with very hot water. 

6. ____your stomach hurts, but you can still walk around and go to work. 

I. In the phone book, look up the following numbers. Write them in the blanks. 

Fire ________________________________ 

Rescue (ambulance) ________________________________ 

Police ________________________________ 

Doctor ________________________________ 

Poison Center ________________________________ 

Now copy the numbers on a small card and put it by your phone at home. 
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J. Read the problems below. With another classmate, decide which number you 
should call from the list above. Write the name and number in the blank. 

Example:  You have a bad headache. 

  _doctor 257-6798_____ 

1. You come home at night. Your front door is open and your TV is gone. 
______________________ 

2. You think your small child drank some dishwashing soap. 
______________________ 

3. You look out your window and see smoke coming out of your neighbor’s house. 
___________________ 

4. You come home and find your sister on the floor. She isn’t moving or breathing. 
__________________ 

5. You took some medicine for a stomachache. The medicine is all gone and you are 
not better. ___________________ 
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WRITING 

K. Rosa stayed home from school for a few days after her accident. Some friends sent 
her a get-well card. Below are some pictures of greeting cards that Americans send 
to each other. On the line under each card, write the number of the sentence that 
matches.  

 
   1. ______________       2. _______________ 

 
3. _____________  4. ______________        5. _____________ 

1. Your friend is celebrating Christmas. 

2. You want to say thank you to someone. 

3. A cousin is graduating from high school. 

4. Your neighbor’s wife died.  

5. Your friend’s son is having a birthday. 
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READING PRACTICE 

L. It is very important to read and understand medicine labels. Talk about the words, 
read the labels below, and then answer the questions about each label.  

Vitamins  out of reach 
dosage   daily 
tablet   aspirin 
warning  refrigerate 
teaspoon 

 
Questions: 

6. I take two tablets at 8:00 a.m. When can I take more? And when can I take more 
again? 

7. Can I give these tablets to a six-year-old child? 

8. Where should I put this bottle of medicine? 

 
Questions: 

a. How many tablets will I take each day? 

b. Where should I keep this bottle? 

c. Can children take these vitamins? 

 
Questions: 

a. Who is this medicine for? 

b. What is the medicine for? 

c. I give my child three teaspoons at 10:00. When can I give my child 
more? 


