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CHAPTER 13 — JUST MARRIED 

 
PRE-READING 

A. What do you think? 

1. With your classmates, share what you know about American weddings. 

2. Where can Americans have a wedding? 
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B. What does it mean? 

1. Can you find each of these new words in the picture above? 

a. Groom 

b. Balloon 

c. Bride 

d. To wave 

e. Church 

2. As a class, discuss what these words mean. Then choose the best word for each 
of the blank spaces. 

Reception  congratulated 
decorated  got married 
relatives  guests 
wedding 

3. Dan and Helen __________________ in a church. 

4.  The _______________ was beautiful. The family _______________ the church 
with flowers. 

5. Dan’s uncles, aunts, grandparents — all of his _______________ came to the 
wedding.  

6. After the wedding in the church, everyone went to the _____________. There 
they ____________________ the bride and groom. 

7. When Dan and Helen left the reception, all the ______________ went outside to 
wave good-bye. 
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READING 
JUST MARRIED 

Dan got married on a warm Saturday afternoon in the spring. He and 
his bride, Helen, had a big church wedding. Their friends and relatives came 
from near and far to help them celebrate. Carlos, Ana, Rosa, and Grandpa 
went to both the wedding and the wedding reception which was in the 
basement of the church. They thought the wedding was beautiful, but 
Grandpa got a little sleepy. Ana and Rosa loved the beautiful dresses and the 
flowers. Carlos thought the wedding was nice, but he liked the reception 
better.  

At the reception, Carlos first congratulated the bride and groom. Then 
he looked for some of his friends. Everyone danced, ate, and talked to 
friends. It was a good party.  

Later, when it was almost time for the bride and groom to leave the 
reception, Carlos and his friends went outside and decorated Dan’s car. They 
put signs on it. One sign said, “Honk your horn. We just got married!” Carlos 
also tied balloons and tin cans to the back of the car.  

When all the guests went outside to wave good-bye to the bride and 
groom, they saw Dan’s car with the funny signs, balloons, and tin cans. 
Everyone thought it looked great, Carlos was glad. He wanted the car to be 
really nice for Dan and Helen. 

 COMPREHENSION 

C. Answer the questions about “Just Married.” 

1. Where was the wedding ceremony? 

2. Who came to the wedding? 

3. Where did everyone go after the wedding ceremony? 

4. Name three things people do at a wedding reception. 

5. How did Carlos and his friends decorate Dan’s car? 

VOCABULARY 

D. Discuss the meanings of the italicized words. After reading the sentences, put them 
in the correct order. 

1. At the reception, everyone firs congratulated the bride and groom. 

2. The guests waited in the church for the wedding to begin. 

3. During the reception, Dan’s friends decorated his car. 

4. The bride and groom got married. Then everyone went to the reception.  

5. Finally, the guests waved as the bride and groom drove away. 

  



A New Beginning 
 

CONVERSATION 

E. Talk about weddings in other cultures with your classmates. Compare how weddings 
are the same and different in three or four cultures. As a class, complete the chart 
below. Think of some more questions to add to the chart. 

Question  Culture  Culture  Culture 

  U.S.     

How old are people when 
they marry 

 18+     

      

Who chooses the bride (or 
groom)? 

 They choose      

 each other.     

       

Who pays for the 
wedding? 

 Parents of the bride,     

 or bride and groom,     

  or parents of both.     

What clothes do the bride 
and groom wear? 

 Long white dress.     

 Tuxedo.     

       

What kind of wedding 
party do they have? 

 A reception in      

 the church, hotel,      

  or restaurant.     

What kinds of presents do 
people give? 

 Useful things for      

 a home, or money.     

       

Where do the bride and 
groom live after the 
wedding? 

 In their own     

 apartment.     
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F. A wedding reception is one kind of party. Another kind of party is a New Year’s 
party. Listen to your classmates tell about New Year’s parties in their culture.  

1. What kind of party is it? 

2. Who comes to the party? 

3. Where is the party? 

When each person finishes, be ready to tell three things that they said.  

LISTENING 

G. Books closed. Your teacher will read these two problems to you. You will hear them 
two times. Then answer the questions about them on a piece of paper. After you 
answer the question, open your book and check your answers.  

1. Tom is thirty-eight years old and Mary is thirty-five. They have been married for 
five years. Tom wants Mary to stop work and have children. Mary likes her job 
and wants to do well in her work. Mary thinks she can’t have children now 
because she does not have a lot of extra time.  

Questions 

2. How old is Tom? 

3. Does Mary want to stop working? 

4. Who wants children now? 

Discuss what you think Tom and Mary will do. 

5. Pablo and Lidia are eighteen years old. They will graduate from high school next 
year. They both have part-time jobs, but they don’t earn much money Lidia 
wants to stop working, get married, and start a family. 

Question 

6. Ho old are Pablo and Lidia? 

7. Does Lidia have a job? 

8. Does Pablo earn a lot of money? 

Discuss what you think Pablo and Lidia will do. 
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WRITING 

H. Ana’s neighbor Tina gave her a sweater for her birthday. Help Ana write a thank you 
note to Tina. 

Dear Tina, 
Thank you so much for ___________________. It is very 

_________________________. I will wear __________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________. 

    Your friend,  
    Ana 

I. Yesterday you got a __________________ for your birthday. Now you have to write 
a thank you note. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

READING PRACTICE 

 
J. Read this story about a surprise party for Carlos. First discuss these words and 

phrases: 

Birthday party  birthday cake 
to be ready  presents 
hiding place 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
It’s a good thing Carlos likes parties because his girlfriend, Sally, is 

having a surprise birthday party for him. Carlos thinks that he and Sally are 
going to the movies at 7:00. But they aren’t.  

Carlos will come to Sally’s apartment to pick her up. Sally will open the 
doore and say, “Hi, Carlos. Please come in for a minute. I’m not ready yet.” 
When Carlos steps into the living room, all of his friends from school will 
come out from their hiding places and shout, “Happy Birthday!” 

Theyh all have funny presents for Carlos. Sally is going to give him a toy 
car because Carlos is always talking about getting a car. Carlos will have a 
birthday cake, and there will be singing and dancing to records. Carlos will 
love it! 

Answer these questions about “Happy Birthday!” 

1. What is a surprise party? 

2. Where does Carlos think he is going with Sally? 

3. What kind of presents will Carlos get? Why? 

4. Do you think a surprise party is a good idea? Why or why not? 


