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CHAPTER 11 — CRASH 
PRE-READING 

A. What do you think? 

1. What is an accident? 

2. Have you ever had a car accident? 

3. What is car insurance? Why is it important? 

B. What does it mean? Talk about these words with your classmates. Then find these 
in the pictures below. 

Intersection ticket 
Police officer crash 
Police report 

READING 
CRASH! 

  
1. Rosa is driving her friend Martha’s car to the airport. Martha is flying home from 

Chicago, and Rosa is going to pick her up. Rosa is being very careful because it’s 
not her car. 

Rosa is coming to an intersection, but she doesn’t have to stop. Another car 
is coming, but that driver has to stop because there’s a stop sign. 

 
2. CRASH! The other driver didn’t stop at the stop sign. Nobody is hurt but Rosa is 

angry! “Why didn’t you stop? You had a stop sign, you know!” says Rosa. 
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“I’m really sorry,” says the other driver. “I didn’t see the stop sign. It’s my 
fault. I’ll go call the police. 

 
3. The police officer writes a police report. She talks to Rosa and the other driver, 

whose name is Paul Werner. She gives a ticket to Paul because he didn’t stop at 
the stop sign. 

It will cost a lot to fix Martha’s car. Luckily, Paul has good insurance. His 
insurance will pay for most of the damage because the accident was his fault. 

 
4. Paul called Rosa to give her some insurance information. They talked for a long 

time. They decided to meet for coffee to look at the insurance papers. Rosa said, 
“I’ll meet you at 10:00 tomorrow, and please remember … stop at all the stop 
signs on the way!” 
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COMPREHENSION 

C. Answer these questions about the story. 

1. Whose car was Rosa driving? Why? 

2. What happened at the intersection? 

3. Did they call an ambulance? Why or why not? 

4. Who got a ticket? 

5. Who will pay to fix Martha’s car? 

D. Answer these questions about “CRASH!” The questions may have more than one 
answer. 

1. What do you think Martha will say about the accident? 

2. Is Rosa still angry at Paul? 

3. What problems can you have when you borrow someone’s car? 

VOCABULARY 

E. Read and discuss these words. Then write in each blank the word that best 
completes the sentence. 

Insurance company nobody luckily 
damage   hurt  information 
fault   pick up   

1. Paul got a ticket because the accident was his ________________. 

2. The ________________________ will pay to fix Martha’s car. 

3. No ambulance came because Rosa and Paul were not _________________. 

4. It will cost $400 to fix the ______________ on Martha’s car. 

5. __________________ was hurt. 

6. I have to __________________ __________________ the children at school at 
12:00. They will be waiting for me.  

7. I saw a car accident yesterday. _______________ no one was hurt.  

8. I need your name, address, and phone number. Please write that 
_______________ on this paper for me.  

LISTENING 

F. Read the story again and think about the accident. Then tell a classmate the story in 
your own words. Your classmate will listen carefully to make sure you tell everything 
in order. Then your classmate will tell the story and you will listen carefully. 
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G. Books closed. Your teacher will read the following weather report two or three 
times. First, talk about fog, then listen carefully and get ready to answer some 
questions about the report. After you answer the questions, open your book and 
check your answers.  

There is heavy fog in the Madison area this morning. lCars are moving 
slowly on the highways, and driving is dangerous. Buses are about ten to 
fifteen minutes late. If you are driving to work, you should leave a few 
minutes early. Drive carefully! 

 
1. What is the weather in Madison today? 

2. Why are cars moving slowly? 

3. How late are the buses? 

4. When should you leave for work this morning? 

CONVERSATION 

H. Rosa and Martha are very good friends. They met each other at school Can you and 
your classmates think of some other ways to make friends here in the United States? 
Can you tell about how you made a friend here? Your teacher will write your ideas 
on the blackboard. Add to this list: 

How to make friends 

1. Go to community classes. 

2. Talk to neighbors. 

3. _______________________________________________________________ 

4. _______________________________________________________________ 

I. An accident is something that can make you feel scared or frightened. With your 
classmates, talk about a time that you felt scared or frightened. Each student can 
finish this sentence: 

I felt scared when ______________________________________________________ 

Ask the person questions about his or her frightening experience. 
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WRITING 

J. Practice making some emergency phone calls with your classmates. With a partner, 
read the conversations below and fill in the blanks with information about you. Then 
read your conversations to your classmates. 

1. You had a car accident and you need to report it, so call the police. Nobody was 
hurt.  

Police: Where? 

a. _________________________________________________________ 

Police: Is anyone hurt? 

b. _________________________________________________________ 

Police: What’s your name? 

c. _________________________________________________________ 

Police: A police officer will be there quickly. 

2. You had a car accident and someone is hurt. Call for an ambulance. 

Ambulance driver: Hello, this is Emergency Medical Service. 

3. We need an ambulance right away because somebody is hurt.  

a. ________________________________________________________ 

Ambulance driver: Where are you? 

b. ________________________________________________________ 

Ambulance Driver: What is your name? 

c. ________________________________________________________ 

Ambulance driver: We’re on our way. 

  



A New Beginning 
 

READING PRACTICE 

K. This list tells you what to do if you have a car accident. With your classmates, read 
and talk about why each idea is important. Then try to remember what you will do 
first, second, third, and so on.  

If you have a car accident … 

1. Watch out for more cars coming.  

2. Call an ambulance if people are hurt.  

a. Don’t move the person who is hurt. 

b. If the person is bleeding, try to stop it.  

c. Keep the person warm. 

d. Don’t let the person’s head move around.  

3. Call police or ask someone to call for you. 

4. Write down the name, address, phone number, car license number, and 
insurance company of the other driver.  

5. Call your insurance company soon. 

L. Read the list above one more time. Then put the following list in order (write 1 for 
the first step, 2 for the second, etc.). Don’t look back. The first one is done for you. 

____Help people who are hurt. 

____Call your insurance company. 

____Call the police. 

__1_Watch out for more cars. 

____Call the ambulance if needed. 

____Write down the name, address, phone number, license number, and 
insurance company of the other driver.  

Now check your answers with the list above. 

M. Read the problem below. Talk about the problem with your classmates and make a 
list of the things to do on the blackboard. 

Problem: You just had a car accident and someone is hurt. You called an ambulance. 
Now you are waiting for the ambulance to come. What can you do to help the 
person who is hurt? 

Now look again at exercise K, number 2, to check your list. 


